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"bonnet is red, faced with yellow, his jacket red, his sleeves yel-
low, striped across or rayed with red, the upper part of his hos'e is
like the sleeves, and the lower part is a coarse deep purple, his
shoes red.

Figure 7, by the superior neatness of his dress, may be a
franklin or a gentleman of fortune. His hair is curled, his bon-
net purple, his doublet red with gathered sleeves, and his yellow
stomacher is laced with red. His hose red, striped across or rayed
with a whitish brown, and spotted brown. His codpiece is yellow.,
and so are his shoes.

Figure 8, the May-pole, is painted yellow and black in spiral
lines, Spelman's Glossary mentions the custom of erecting a tall
May-pole painted with various colours. Shakspeare, in the play
of A Midsummer-Night's Dream, Act III. Sc. II. speaks of a
painted May-pole. Upon our pole are displayed St. George's red
cross, or the banner of England, and a white pennon or streamer
emblazoned with a red cross terminating like the blade of a sword,
but the delineation thereof is much faded. It is plain however
from an inspection of the window, that the upright line of the
cross, which is disunited in the engraving, should be continuous *.
Keysler, in p. 78 of his Northern and Celtic Antiquities, gives us
perhaps the original of May-poles; and that the French used to
erect them appears also from Mezeray's History of their King-
Henry IV. and from a passage in Stowe's Chronicle, in the year
1560*. Mr. Theobald and Dr. Warburton acquaint us that the
May-games, and particularly some of the characters in them, be-
came exceptionable to the puritanical humour of former times.
By an ordinance of the Rump Parliament t in April, 164-4, all
May-poles were taken down and removed by the constables and
church-war dens, &c. After the Restoration they were permitted
to be erected again. I apprehend they are now generally unre-
garded and unfrequented, but we still on May-day adorn our
doors in the country with flowers and the boughs of birch, which

* St. James was the apostle and patron of Spain, and the
knights of his order were the most honourable there; and the
ensign that they wore, was white, charged with a red cross in the
form of a sword". The pennon or streamer upon the May-pole
seems to contain such a cross. If this conjecture be admitted,
we have the banner of England and the ensign of Spain upon the
May-pole ; and perhaps from this circumstance we may infer that
the glass was painted during the marriage of King Henry VIII.
and Katharine of Spain. For au account of the ensign of the
knights of St. James, see Ashmole's History of the Order of the
Garter, and Mariana's History of Spain.

'    f This should have been "called the Long Parliament.   The
Rump.Parliament was in Oliver's time.    REED.